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speaking to his followers of the arrogance of the Pharisees,
he says, c they love to be called Eabbi; but be not you
called Eabbi, for one is your master^ even Christ'
Who is the humble man ? It is he who resists with
special watchfulness and success the temptations which the
conditions of his life may offer to exaggerate his own im-
portance. He, for example, is humble who, born into a
high station, remembers that those who are placed lower
in society are also men and may have more intrinsic merit
and dignity than himself. Christ could not show his
humility in this way, for he was poor and obscure. But
there are peculiar temptations which assail the thinker.
He is in danger of being intoxicated by the influence
which he gains over others, he feels himself elevated by
the greatness of the thoughts with which his mind habit-
ually deals and which from time to time it originates. If
besides intellectual gifts the thinker possess acute sensi-
bility, strong moral intuitions, heroic • powers of indigna-
tion and pity, his temptation is to suppose that he is made
of finer clay than other men, and that he has a natural
title to preeminence and sovereignty over them. Such is
the temptation of moral reformers such as Christ, and if
Christ was humble he resisted this temptation with ex-
ceptional success. If he judged himself correctly, and if
the Baptist described him well when he compared him
to a lamb, and, we may add, if his biographers have de-
'lineated his character faithfully, Christ was one naturally
contented with obscurity, wanting the restless desire for
distinction and eminence which is common in great men,
hating to put forward personal claims, disliking competi-
tion, and * disputes who should be greatest/ finding some-
thing bombastic in the titles of royalty, fond of what is

